"Christopher Columbus, the Enigma”
IS a highly Patriotic Portuguese
movie!

By Manuel Luciano da Silva, Medical Doctor

My wife and | were invited by the Portuguese Embassy in Washington to
travel to the capital of the United States on November 1st, 2007 (the All
Saints Day) to see the premiere of the new film by Director Manoel de
Oliveira (his 46th movie), adapted from the Portuguese version of our book
“Christopher Columbus was Portuguese”, released on May 20", 2006, on
the 500" anniversary of the Navigator’s death.

When the movie premiere, shown at the Grand Theater of the American
Film Institute located in Silver Spring, a suburb in Washington, DC, ended, |
elbowed my wife and told her, in a very low voice, “l love it! | Loveit!”

We were very satisfied with the movie! It is a story of love based on our
married life, but in the meantime, it's an historical documentary which
takes the viewer to places and monuments connected with the History of
Portugal, more specifically to the period of Portuguese Discoveries.

Congratulations to the Director and his great team of actors and staff, as
well as the sponsors because the production of this movie cost more than
two million dollars. Congratulations are also in order to the European
Union Portuguese Presidency, the Minister of Culture and the Cinema
Institute, Audiovisual and Multimedia, the Ambassador of Portugal in
Washington, D.C. and the Cultural Services attaché in the same Embassy
for selecting this movie to represent Portugal at the 20™ European Film
Festival at the American Film Institute in Silver Spring, Maryland, a town
next to Washington, D.C.

Opening Ceremonies

Prior to the showing of the movie, as part of the opening ceremonies of the

<European Union Film Showcase> (with the participation of 27 member
States and 33 movies) a reception was held for all the personalities in
attendance, appetizers and Portuguese wine was served hence, relaxing
everyone. This evening was an ‘invitation only’ gala sponsored by the EU
Portuguese Presidency Delegation in Washington, D.C. and the American
Film Institute. A public showing was scheduled for Sunday, November 4",
2007 at 12:30pm.

The opening ceremony was initiated by the AFI Silver Theater Director, Mr.
Murray Horwitz, explaining to the audience that since the Presidency of the



European Union is in the hands of Portugal, it is assigned with the
European Film Festival opening honors.

Following, he yielded to the Portuguese Ambassador to Washington, D.C.
Dr. Joao de Vallera, whom presented a Plaque-Tribute to Master Manoel de
Oliveira and his wife for the production and acting roles in the movie
" Cristovao Colombo, O Enigma / Christopher Columbus —the Enigma”, on
behalf of the European Community Portuguese Presidency delegation in
the US capital and also of the American Film Institute.

Next, Dr. José Pedro Ribeiro, President of the (Portuguese) Cinema
Institute and ICAM (Audiovisual and Multimedia) of Portugal, came to the
stage to present my wife and | with a Plaque-Tribute as an Award from the
“American Film Institute” and the European Union Portuguese Presidency
delegation in Washington, D.C. for the publication of our book in Portugal
which became Master Manoel de Oliveira’s inspiration for his new movie.

| confess that for us, this was a pleasant surprise. As | was being
presented with this honor, I still had the chance to say in a very loud voice,
“What a surprise! You gentlemen do more here for Portugal than the
Universities in Portugal.”!

“SILVER LEGACY AWARD” — AFI’'s HIGHEST HONOR

This was followed by the most important event of the evening, the
awarding of the ‘American Film Institute’s highest honor - “Silver Legacy
Award” — to Master Manoel Candido Pinto de Oliveira for being the oldest,
active director in the world — he’s going to be 99 years old on December
12" 2007 - with a career spanning 80 years of cinematographic
productions. He’s currently preparing to shoot two more movies that will
premiere in 2008 and 2009! Truly phenomenal.

This is only the second time this prestigious award, bestowed upon the
Portuguese director, has been given by the American Film Institute. This
great honor was originally awarded in 2003 to the internationally renown
actor and director from Hollywood, California, Clint Eastwood.

The entire theater gave to the oldest Director a standing ovation as the
distinctive award was presented to Master Manoel de Oliveira by the most
prestigious American arts and cinema organization, the American Film
Institute. Quite the honor for Manoel de Oliveira and family, all the
Portuguese around the world and for Portugal on an international scale.
Our sincere congratulations.



